As the days become shorter and the world is
clothed in darkness, you are invited to gather
together around the fire. Here we will explore
the sounds of the season and usher in the new
year. All are welcome!
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WORSHIP
Mud Creek Campus Worship

Music Weekend—December 10 and 11

8550 Mud Creek Road, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46256
Sundays, 9:00 am & 10:30 am*

Promise Road Campus
• December 10, 5:30 pm
• December 11, 10 am*

Promise Road Campus Worship
12756 Promise Road, Fishers, Indiana, 46038
Sundays, 9:00 am & 10:00 am*

Advent: Christmas Playlist—Begins November 27

“Tell me the story of Jesus…”Many Christmas carols
have wonderful backstories that aren’t widely known.
Our Praise Team will share a few of these stories as
we present everything from progressive cinematic
interpretations to simple stripped down acoustic
arrangements of songs that celebrate our Savior’s birth.
And along the way, we plan to rock!
Mud Creek Campus
Sunday, December 11, 9:00 am & 10:30 am*
Celebrate the Christmas season as the Chancel Choir,
Orchestra, Chancel Ringers, and Jubilant Ringers present
two performances of sacred music in our annual Music
Weekend Celebration. This tradition is a highlight of our
Christmas season. Plan to arrive early as the extended
prelude will begin fifteen minutes prior to the start of
each service.

• Begins November 27
• Both Campuses
We hear the spirit of Christmas in the songs we sing,
which express the hope, peace, joy, and love brought by
the arrival of the Christ child. Join us during the Advent
season as we explore favorite songs and how each one
illustrates the true message of the season.

* Available through online livestream
Mud Creek: youtube.com/mudcreeklive
Promise Road: youtube.com/promiseroadlive

Christmas Eve Services
Mud Creek Campus
3 pm
Children and Family Service
5 pm
Family Service
7 pm
Lessons and Carols
9 pm
Sermon
11 pm
Sermon

Promise Road Campus
1:30 pm Acoustic Christmas Service
5:30 pm Children and Families Service
7:30 pm Contemporary Christmas Service
All services include candlelight and communion

All services include candlelight and communion

Christmas Service
Mud Creek Campus, 10:30 am
On Sunday, December 25, you are invited to join in a special
all church worship service. There will be ONE worship service
across both campuses. Join us at the Mud Creek Campus at
10:30 am for this Christmas worship service. There will be no
worship services at the Promise Road Campus on this day.

ADVENT BIBLE STUDIES
Jubilate Sunday School
•

Sundays, November 20 & 27, December 4 & 18, 10:15 am, Mud Creek Campus (South Quad)

We’ll study The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent, by Susan Robb. This 4-week study explores the 4
angelic visits surrounding the birth of Jesus, with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the
shepherds. We will explore the history of the angel Gabriel and other angels in the Old Testament
and discuss God’s presence in history and our lives. Books may be purchased from Christian Book
Distributors, Abingdon Press, or Amazon.

Sunday’s Grace Sunday School
•

Sundays, November 27-December 18, 9 am, Promise Road Campus (Hospitality Room)

We’ll study The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent, by Susan Robb. This 4-week
study explores the 4 angelic visits surrounding the birth of Jesus, with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the
shepherds. We will explore the history of the angel Gabriel and other angels in the Old Testament and discuss God’s
presence in history and our lives.

Advent: Christmas Playlist In-Depth
•

Tuesdays, November 29-December 20, 6:30 pm on Zoom

An in-depth discussion of our favorite Advent and Christmas songs. What is their history? What
difference can they make in our preparation for the coming of the Christ child? Song selections will
parallel the sermon Christmas Playlist sermon series. Participants can sign up with the QR code to
receive the Zoom link and materials before each class or email deb.strock-kuss@geistchristian.org.

Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent in the Gospel of Mark
•

Thursdays at 10:30 am (Beginning December 1), Mud Creek Campus

Discover Advent in a book that isn’t about the birth of Jesus. In Holy Disruption, Tracy Daub presents a
fresh understanding of the holiness of Christmas, grounded not in a conventional Christmas message
but through Mark’s disquieting Gospel, which invites readers to experience God’s disruptive but
transformative love.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Season of Giving: Christmas
•

Sign-ups available from November 20–December 11. Items due Wednesday, December 14.

Christmas can be a stressful time of year. For families with food insecurity, it is an especially trying
time. Geist Christian Church hopes to alleviate some of this stress by caring for 120 families during
the Christmas holiday. You can fill a stocking, fill a food bag, purchase gifts for children, and/or
make a donation to buy a ham and other fresh items. Delivery will be on Saturday, December 17.

The Warming Tree
•

December 18, 2022–January 15, 2023

We are looking for donations of new gloves/mittens, hats, scarves, earmuffs, etc. for
men, women, and children in need. Both campuses will have a bare Christmas tree
available for decorating with these much needed items.

Dress for Success Collection
•

January 22, 2022–February 5, 2023

We will partner with Dress for Success to help “promote the economic independence of disadvantaged women by
providing professional attire, a network of support and the career development tools to help women thrive in work
and in life.” Donations of suits, separates, blouses, purses, shoes, and coats will be accepted at both campuses.
Larger sizes are desperately needed for both suiting and shoes.

ADVENT EVENTS
Daily E-Mail Sentence Prayers During Advent
•

November 27–December 25

The pastors will offer daily prayers via e-mail during the season of Advent. Past recipients will be sent prayers
automatically. If you are not on the list and would like to receive them, email epray@geistchristian.org.

Donuts with Santa
•

Saturday, December 3, 9 am–10:30 am, Promise Road Campus

“Just hear those sleigh bells jingling, ring ting tingling too!” That’s right Santa’s sleigh is
stopping at Geist Christian Church to share some donuts with you! Get ready for games,
crafts, donuts and the big man himself, Santa Claus.

Grief Service: Journey from Loss to Living
•

Sunday, December 4, 6 pm, Mud Creek Campus

Remember and celebrate loved ones we have lost. Submit pictures of loved ones to griefservice@geistchristian.org
by November 30 for display during the service. Include name and dates of birth and death.

Five.6 Christmas Party
•

Sunday, December 11, 4–6 pm, Promise Road Campus

We will enjoy a festive meal, have a gingerbread house decorating contest, and play games. There will be a White
Elephant Gift exchange, so bring a wrapped gift worth no more than $10.

Sounds of the Seasons
•

Wednesday, December 14, 1 pm, Mud Creek Campus

Minister of Music Schuyler Brinson will present “Sounds of the Season.” Enjoy an
afternoon of carols and holiday favorites as we celebrate the Christmas season.
Light refreshments will follow in the Great Hall.

Pickleball at Promise Road—Dates for December
•

Wednesdays, December 14 and 28, 6-8 pm

Three courts means lots of play at the same time. Come enjoy an evening of fellowship
and exercise!

Youth Group Christmas Party
•

Sunday, December 18, 5–7 pm, Mud Creek Campus

Students in grades 7th-12th are invited to a night of Christmas fun and games! There will be a White Elephant Gift
Exchange (so please bring a wrapped gift worth no more than $15) and a cookie decorating competition!

Homecoming Christmas Party
•
•

Monday, December 19, 6-8 pm
Pinheads Bowling,13825 Britton Park Rd, Fishers, IN 46038

Young adults ages 18 and up who are out of high school are invited to a come-and-go night of bowling, food, and fun.
Be there around 7 pm for a special holiday surprise. Please RSVP to https://geistchristian.org/college-christmas-party/

Longest Night Labyrinths Walks
•

Wednesday, December 21, 5–7 pm, Promise Road Campus

December 21 is the Winter Solstice, the longest night of the year—a time to reflect on the
darkness in our world and to prepare to celebrate the Light that is the birth of Jesus. Two
labyrinths will be available to walk—our new labyrinth by the fire pit and one of canvas in the
gym. There will also be prayer stations in the gym and hot chocolate in the lobby.

OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE—NEW YEAR PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
A Thinking Person’s Guide to Faith—Promise Road Campus Worship
•

Begins January 8

Many have questions that keep them from faith. Is it okay to have doubts? If God is
loving, then why do people speak about hell? We believe you don’t have to check your
brain at the door to be a Christan. Let’s wrestle together with some of the questions
people ask about faith.

Starting at the End: Revelation—Mud Creek Campus Worship
•

Begins January 8

A new sermon series to start the new year will focus on the last book of the Bible—
Revelation, which has so much imagery and mystery that many people shy away from
studying it. In this four-week series, we’ll seek to understand it more fully and how it
might hold meaning for us.

Youth Start Back—Sunday, January 8
Mark your calendars for the youth to start back in the new year! Be on the lookout for more
information as the date approaches.

Ladies Bible Study
•

Tuesdays,11:30 am–1 pm, starting January 10, Promise Road Campus Hospitality Room

Waiting for Wonder, by Marlo Schalesky, focuses on Sarai/Sarah and how she waited (or not) on God’s plan to be fulfilled.
Books ($10) will be available at both campuses after Christmas. Contact Jodi Burtner for more information: (317) 695-6357.

Pickleball in the New Year
•

Wednesdays, January 11 and 25, 2023, 6-8 pm, Promise Road Campus

Join the fun and get some post-holiday exercise. Three courts are set up in the gym for beginners
through experienced players. Mark your calendar and come join us!

Kerygma Study
•

Thursdays at 10:30 am, starting January 12, Mud Creek Campus (Library)

The Kerygma class will study the book Between the Listening and the Telling: How Stories Can Save Us, by
Mark Yaconelli, to explore the power of personal stories and how they can motivate and empower us to find
and tell our own stories.

Five.6 Resumes
•

Sunday, January 15, 4-5:30 pm

Praise and Prayer will be our theme in January and February as we prepare for the Lenten Season and Pastor’s class.
Be on the lookout for more information as the date approaches.

Annual Meeting
•

Sunday, January 22—Dinner at 6:15 pm, meeting at 7 pm, Promise Road Campus and Zoom

Members of Geist Christian Church are invited to the Annual Meeting. We will have a chili dinner followed by our
meeting. A Zoom webinar will be available so that those attending virtually can ask questions and vote on issues.

Sunday’s Grace
•

Sundays, 9 am, starting January 22, Promise Road Campus Hospitality Room

We’ll study Resilient: Restoring Your Weary Soul In These Turbulent Times by John Eldredge. Join the
class for this 5-week video/book discussion series drawing from Scripture, Christian tradition, and
practical experiences.

LENT
Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner
•

Tuesday, February 21, 5-7 pm, Mud Creek Campus

All-you-can-eat pancakes, sausage, and tater tots will be served by our dedicated youth. Tickets
sold in advance at both campuses and at the door: $7 for adults and $5 for children 6 and under.
Proceeds fund the youth’s summer mission trips.

Lent Theme: Jesus and…Encounters in John’s Gospel
The Gospel of John has been described as the “spiritual Gospel.” The book doesn’t just
tell us what Jesus did; it also reveals why Jesus matters. During the season of Lent, we will
explore the lives of some of the people whom Jesus encounters in John’s Gospel. These
encounters have much to tell us about our lives and the world around us.

Ash Wednesday—February 22
Mud Creek Campus
Begin the season of Lent with a traditional Ash Wednesday service in the sanctuary at 7 pm.
This service will include communion, the imposition of ashes, and a meditation.
Promise Road Campus
• Ashes to Go, 7-9 am
Drive by on your way to work, school or elsewhere to receive ashes and a blessing from one of
our pastors. You don’t even need to leave your car.
Labyrinth Walk and Prayer Stations
• February 22, 6-8 pm, Promise Road Campus
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a time to reflect and prepare for Easter. Two
labyrinths will be available to walk—one outside by the fire pit and a canvas labyrinth in the gym.
There will also be prayer stations and hot chocolate.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Food Pantry Support
The Geist Christian Church supports two local food pantries. From the Mud Creek campus,
food is donated to The Sharing Place, located in Lawrence Township in Marion County.
From the Promise Road campus, weekly donations are given to the Come-To-Me Food
Pantry at the Fishers United Methodist Church in Fishers. All non-perishable and dry goods
are gratefully accepted.

Taking Flight Ministries—Care Package Collection
This past fall, the whole church came together to help fill care packages for our Geist
students away at college, and we need your help again! Our spring semester care packages
will go out mid-February. Sign-ups will be available at both campuses on January 15 and 22
with items due back by January 29. Be on the lookout for the list of items, and get ready to
help us send some encouraging and joyful mail to our students.

Mission Trip To Kentucky
On December 10, 2021, Kentucky was hit by record-setting, catastrophic tornadoes. A “long-track” twister was on
the ground for almost 200 miles and hit 11 counties, including the small towns of Dawson Springs and Bremen.
Through a partnership with Week of Compassion, Geist Christian Church is sending a team to help rebuild the
interior of homes the week of March 19-24. Interested in participating? Participants must be 14 years of age or
older and fully vaccinated. Contact kyle.brown@geistchristian.org for details.
For more information on the latest service opportunities, contact us at mission@geistchristian.org.

ONGOING STUDIES, SMALL GROUPS, AND PROGRAMS
The Bridge
•

Wednesdays, 6 pm, Promise Road and/or Off Site

Looking for a chance to connect with others and explore issues of faith? All are welcome.
Reach out before you stop by as the group occasionally meets at other locations.

Exploration Bible Study
•

Fridays, 6:30 pm, Mud Creek Campus and Zoom

Join Ryan Hazen, lead pastor, on bi-weekly Friday evenings and discover what makes Bible stories come alive.

Jubilate
•

Sundays, 10:15 am, Mud Creek Campus (South Quad)

Jubilate is an adult Sunday school class. Join us for fellowship and reflection through informative
studies of biblical understanding and contemporary issues relating to faith and religion.

The KnitWits
•

Fridays, 9:30 am, Promise Road Campus

KnitWits knit, crochet, and applique to make items for those in need. The group will meet
through December 16 and pick up again on January 13. For more information, contact
Judy Apple-VanAlstine—japplevanalstine@aol.com.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
•

Wednesdays, 7 am, Mud Creek Campus

We spend time hearing about the weekly messages campus specific, praying for the concerns of the community,
and enjoying fellowship around a monthly breakfast.

Page Turners
•

Selected Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, Mud Creek Campus (Library)

Page Turners Book Club that meets on the fourth Wednesday of odd months. Books are
selected by the group itself and they are both spiritual or secular, fiction or nonfiction.

Seekers
•

Sundays, 10:15 am, Mud Creek Campus (North Quad)

Seekers is an adult Sunday school class that provides informal discussion about the Bible, prayer support, and
fellowship. Participants receive weekly communications about the upcoming study, prayer requests, and GCC events.

Soul Sisters
•

Thursdays, 7 pm, Promise Road Campus (Room 122)

Soul Sisters is a small group for women to support one another on our physical and spiritual journeys. Sessions include a
devotional, a 30-minute workout full of fun and laughter, and prayer. Childcare provided if requested by noon on Thursday.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast
•

Thursdays, 7:30 am, Mud Creek Campus

A weekly gathering to lift up the concerns of our community through written letters while engaging with friends.

Wonder Years
•

Sundays, 9:15 am, Mud Creek Campus (Library)

This group includes Bible study, fellowship, and discussions centered around contemporary issues geared for women
of all ages. Different books surrounding our faith are studied throughout the year.
For more information on our latest studies and small groups, please contact us at connect@geistchristian.org.

PROGRAMS
Children (Infants-4th grade)
Children’s ministry is a caring, engaging, and safe environment where children connect with stories from the
Bible on Sunday mornings. Children will be immersed in stories, videos, and activities that introduce them to the
love of Christ. At Geist Christian Church, we believe that even the youngest child needs to know about the love,
compassion, grace, and mercy of Jesus. Contact children@geistchristian.org to get involved.

Five.6 (5th & 6th grade)
Five.6 is a fun, engaging, and safe environment for students to connect and grow in their faith. At Geist Christian
Church, we feel it’s critical for 5th- and 6th-grade students to have a ministry designed for them during this “inbetween” phase from elementary to junior high. Through study, mission, and play, this preteen ministry will
challenge students to think for themselves and encourage them to experience God, love others, and serve the world.
Contact children@geistchristian.org to get involved.

Youth (7th-12th grade)
Youth Ministry is a place for students to explore their faith through discussion, service, and play. The Youth Group
meets on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm, rotating between both campuses, for a shared meal, meaningful small
group time, and a variety of fun and engaging activities. Contact youth@geistchristian.org to get involved.

Taking Flight (College Support)
Taking Flight Ministries is a college support ministry for parents, grandparents, and other adults with a heart for our
post-high school young adults. The group meets monthly to pray over our students and prepare and sign letters and
cards. Twice a year, we pack and mail care packages to our students during these important transitional years. TFM
meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm. Locations alternate between campuses. Please email Michelle at
TakingFlightMinistries@gmail.com for more details.

Chancel Choir (Mud Creek Campus)
• Thursday rehearsals: 7:30-9 pm in the Music Suite
• Sunday rehearsals: 8:30 am in the Music Suite
The Chancel Choir leads worship on Sundays at the 9 am and 10:30 am services from September through May and
at other special services throughout the year. During the summer, the choir sings the last Sunday of June, July, and
August. The choir is open to all singers, high school age to adults. For more information, contact Schuyler Brinson,
minister of music, at schuyler.brinson@geistchristian.org.

Weekday Ministries
Geist Christian Church’s Weekday Ministries program offers classes for ages 18 months through kindergarten. The
school provides a safe, secure, hands-on learning environment where God’s love is integrated throughout the day.
For more information, explore the website, geistwdm.org. Contact the director at either campus to schedule a tour.
Valerie Zeigler, Mud Creek Campus Director
valerie.zeigler@geistchristian.org, 317-863-6497

Amy Schlemma, Promise Road Campus Director
amy.schlemma@geistchristian.org, 317-863-6500

Kindergarten registration open to all families now!
Upcoming registration dates for CDO, Preschool, Pre-K & Trans-K for the 2023-2024 school year:
Current families
February 1 (Wed)
Alumni & GCC members
February 3 (Fri)
General public
February 8 (Wed)
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