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We are in week three of a four-week sermon series based on a book by Julie Lyles Carr called Footnotes:
Major Lessons from Minor Bible Characters. The book centers on four important characters of scripture
that really changed the course of our faith but whose names very few people know or remember. So far,
we’ve met Tychicus and Epaphras. We began with Tychicus being mentioned five times in the Bible. Last
week, Epaphras was only mentioned three times. This week, Joanna is mentioned only twice. (And just
as a tease, next week’s star, Quirinus, is only mentioned once). If you missed one you can go back on our
YouTube channel and find them there. Today, let’s get reacquainted with Joanna.
Both times that Joanna is mentioned is in Luke’s gospel. The first time is in chapter eight, in what was
read this morning. This passage gives us the most information about Joanna, and we’ll get back there in
just a moment. She’s also there in Luke when the empty tomb is discovered. This second time that her
name appears is when she is one of the women telling the apostles what they observed on that first
Easter morning. “Now is was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the apostles.” (Luke 24:10). This confirms that Joanna wasn’t just
present for a snippet of Jesus’s ministry but was a true follower—present from early in his ministry to the
crucifixion and the resurrection.
Getting back to chapter eight, we can learn a lot more about this woman than at first might be evident.
Luke names Joanna with two others, Susanna and Mary Magdalene, along with the twelve disciples and
then adds, “and many others.” It was what we would call an entourage. When Luke names Joanna,
however, there is an additional descriptor with her name: “…Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward,
Chuza…” (Luke 8:3). I think Luke adds this detail to speak of Joanna’s sacrifice to be a follower of Christ.
Her close connection to royalty would have complicated her ability to be a faithful follower of Jesus.
Chuza, Joanna’s husband, as steward, would have been an influential member of the staff of Herod
Antipas, the Roman appointed ruler of Galilee. A steward would have had oversight responsibilities for
the complicated household of the one in power. There would have been multiple palaces and their
associated grounds. Chuza’s responsibility would have been large and his access to his boss would have
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happened on a daily, if not an hourly, basis. Chuza was a combination of a chief financial officer and
building manager.1
Just to be clear, Herod Antipas was not king. His father had the title of king, but Antipas did not. Antipas
was one of the surviving sons of the legendary King Herod that we think about from Jesus’s birth
story—sometimes called Herod the Great. That King Herod, the father of Chuza’s boss, had a paranoia
that led him to murder anyone who might even remotely threaten his grip on power. He murdered his
wife, two of his sons, his mother, and a brother-in-law. He was the one we read about in Matthew’s
gospel who, after the magi didn’t come and report back, ordered the killing of children in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old or younger in hopes of getting Jesus. Not a nice guy! Herod Antipas,
King Herod’s son and Chuza’s master, only survived by being conspicuously under-achieving and,
therefore, no real threat to anyone.
Antipas made laziness into an art form, but he was also cunning within a complicated family structure.
Running Herod Antipas’s household would have been fraught with danger. Chuza must have been a
competent, dedicated, and discreet servant to his master. We do not know how closely Joanna’s life was
intertwined with the royal household, but she would likely have known much of what went on. Herod’s
main place of residence was in Galilee, not far from Nazareth where Jesus grew up. This is probably
where Joanna heard about, and later met, Jesus.
At some stage in Joanna’s life, Jesus cured her of an unspecified illness. Luke’s gospel mentions “evil
spirits” and “infirmities,” which means that Joanna’s illness could have been almost anything. When
people of that time were sick and there was no other explanation for the illness, they ascribed it to an
“evil spirit.” Whatever Joanna’s illness was, Jesus cured it. She saw his power first hand and needed no
further convincing. From that point forward, she was a follower—literally following Jesus from place to
place.
The other detail we get from Luke is that these women provided for Jesus's ministry financially. The end
of verse three says they provided for them “out of their resources.” Her wealth may have been her own,
or it may have come from her husband, Chuza. If that’s the case, it is rich irony and sweet karma that
some of Herod's wealth was flowing through Chuza’s paycheck right into the ministry of Jesus. Probably
not what Herod intended.
You see why we say that Joanna’s presence in Jesus’s entourage is complex and could have even been
life-threatening to Joanna. Regardless, without backers like Joanna, Jesus would not have been able to
travel as far or speak to as many people as he did. Joanna was instrumental in his message, and when
the time came to carry the message that he had risen, Joanna was among the first to do that as well.
Sometimes we resist being the messenger because we worry too much. We worry that if we serve Christ
in a new way, we won’t have the time to commit or we worry what people will think. We many times fall
into the trap that someone else will do it. The author of Footnotes, Julie Lyles Carr, tells a story of when
she was pregnant with her fifth child. It could go without saying right there that she had a lot going on. In
addition to four kids, her husband was in the midst of a job change that was a stressor on the family.
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Then she began to notice that one of the kids had some speech delays so she scheduled what she
assumed would be a routine audiologist appointment.
What was supposed to be a routine 20-minute appointment that would end with the doctor telling her
that the child was just taking her time with language actually turned out quite differently. The routine
test ended with the revelation that the child would need to be fitted for hearing aids and would need all
kinds of therapy, and there would be educational and lifestyle decisions to be made. Carr said that one
little 20-minute booth test in the audiologist’s office changed every minute that would follow.
But there was more. Due to a loophole in ERISA—the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of
1974—many health insurance companies at that time were able to avoid paying for hearing aids for
children if they were not considered “medically necessary.” Pediatric hearing aids like the ones her
daughter needed would cost thousands and thousands of dollars.
She picks up the story at that point: “I fought with insurance specialists. I called any and everyone I could
think of. I pleaded with the audiologist’s office to intercede. I phoned attorneys, and I went back to the
insurance company and demanded to speak with the manager of the specialists—and then to the
manager of the manager. I took notebooks full of notes and educated myself in ERISA law and wrung my
hands and cried and prayed and cried some more. ‘Somebody should do something,’ I wrote in the
margins of all those notes and phone numbers and email addresses. ‘Somebody should do something.’”2
Fast forward nine years and that somebody became her. In 2010, Carr started a nonprofit called
“2dance2dream” using the number two each time. This nonprofit offers dance instruction for individuals
who are differently abled. It makes a financial difference for families who are having to cover the cost of
co-pays and expensive therapies for their children with special needs. Carr and her daughter returned to
her birth state of Oklahoma in 2016 and spoke to state legislators to assert the right and need of children
identified with hearing loss to have access to hearing technology through grants and other financial
assistance. Oklahoma, through a nonprofit called Hearts for Hearing, is one of the few states, according
to Carr, that helps provide hearing aids for all newly identified children with hearing loss in the state.
She looks back on that time and realizes that she’d been given an assignment to be a messenger—to let
others know about the challenges for families of children with special needs, to be a voice against the
inequities of certain insurance policies. Carr and I would pose the question to you. Is there something
that’s been weighing on your heart that somebody should do something about? Is it something in the
church or in the community or in the world? That somebody might be you.
Two weeks ago, I gave you four “S” words that described Tychicus. Last week it was three “P” words that
described Epaphras. This week, I’m a little like Herod Antipas, Chuza’s boss. I’m too lazy to find
descriptors of Joanna that all start with the same letter. BUT, I did learn some things from Joanna this
week that I want to apply to my life. I submit to you that you may be like Joanna as well.
1. Stay faithful to Jesus, despite the circumstance. Joanna was the wife of a rich and powerful man
and could have had an easy life, but she recognized Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and
followed him—not just in the good times but through the hard times. Joanna was with Jesus
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when the crowds flocked around him and stayed faithful to him when all seemed lost. She would
have been there at the crucifixion and was named by Luke as being there at the resurrection.
2. Use what you’ve got to help others. Joanna had access to resources that moved the ministry of
Jesus forward. We have resources to do the same.
3. Tell the Good News. Joanna was among the first to know that Jesus had risen from the dead. She
took the news back to the apostles and in doing so, became an apostle herself. That’s our
responsibility as well as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Through all these things, Joanna was a messenger of something in which she believed deeply. She
accepted the call of the time and place in which she found herself, regardless of the precarious position
it placed her with her husband and with Herod Antipas. What if Joanna and the other women had
decided that they weren’t qualified to let the apostles know about the empty tomb? What if Joanna
decided that she couldn’t compromise her husband’s important position by following Jesus? It seems to
me that God can always make a way—maybe not like we imagined, but it is the way God imagined.
To my knowledge there is only one hymn that mentions Joanna, and it’s only found in the United
Methodist Hymnal, not in ours. The hymn is called “The First One Ever.”3 Verse one talks about Mary as
the first one to know the birth of Jesus. Verse two talks about the woman at the well who was the first
one to know that Jesus was the Messiah. The third verse says, “The first ones ever, oh, ever to know of
the rising of Jesus, his glory to be, were Mary, Joanna, and Magdalene, and blessed are they, are they
who see. Oh, blessed are they who see the Lord.”
Looking back to Joanna on this Mother’s Day, we don’t know if Joanna had children of her own or not.
Scripture is silent in that regard. But like every woman who is a follower of Christ, she was a mother of
the Church. If Joanna had not done what she did, the Church would be weaker for it. On this Mother’s
Day, it is good for us to remember and celebrate the mothers of the church, for they are the ones who
give us hope and courage. They are the ones to tell us the good news that things will get better. They
know this because they have witnessed the resurrection. They know this because they have experienced
God’s strength when they have called out to God. Two lines in the Bible mention Joanna. But her life
speaks volumes. May we be the ongoing voice of Joanna and all these women as we give witness to the
resurrection.
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